




ee Ue z=: = —_—-. 
848 ea ss PANTHER. 
into sic consisting of four or five ca 
spots; and there is commonly, but not always, 
central spot in each circle; in which asitiias. 
as well as in its superior size, and deeper colour, 
| the Panther differs from the Leopard, which has 
very rarely any central spots in its circular mark- 
ings. On the face and legs the spots are single, 
and along the top of the back is a row of oblong 
spots, which are still longer as they approach the 
tail. The breast and belly are white; the former 
marked with transverse dusky stripes; the latter 
and the tail with large irregular black spots. The 
Panther is principally found in Africa, and is to 
that country what the Tiger is to Asia, with this 
alleviating circumstance, that it is supposed to 
prefer the destruction of other animals to that of 
mankind. Its manner of seizing its prey resem- 
bles that of the Tiger; lurking near the sides 
of woods, &c,. and darting forward with a sudden 
spring. It is of a highly ferocious nature, and 
scarce to be tamed, ‘These animals and the Leo- 
pard were the Vari and Pardi of the ancients; 
and une would think (says Mr. Pennant) that the 
Romans would have exhausted the deserts of 
Africa by the numbers they drew from thence for 
their public spectacles. Scaurus exhibited at one 
_ time a hundred and fifty Panthers; Pompey the 
; Great, four hundred and ten; and Augustus, four 
_ hundred and twenty. It has been doubted whe- 
___ ther the Panther and the Leopard were natives 
of America as well as of the old continent; but 
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PANTH EK. 


gative. In the twelfth edition of the Syatedia be 
Nature the Panther and Leopard seem to be con- __ 
founded by Linnaeus himself, who appears to have 
considered them as the same species, under the 
name of Pardus; while, at the same time, his 
specific character, as the Count de Buffon ob- 
serves, is such as to agree properly with no animal 
of the whole genus, viz. F. cauda elongata, corpore 
maculis superioribus orbiculatis, inferioribus virga- 
fis, It may be contended, perhaps, that Lin- — 
nzus meant by this expression to characterize the 
obscurely subtransverse streaks on the breast of 
the animal; but it must be acknowledged that even 
then his descriptive character, though continued 
in the Gmelinian edition of the work, is by no 
means sufficiently expressive; and, like many 
others, seems to require alteration and improve 
ment. It may, perhaps, have happened that the 
spots on the under part of the sides, in some 
specimens, may have appeared somewhat conflu- 
ent, so as to produce the appearance of an indis- 
tinct kind of streaks; and something approaching 
to this may be observed in the figure of Buffon, 
which, on account of its general excellence, is 
represented in the present work. It is remark- 
able that the specific character of the Panther, 
as given by Brisson, turns upon the same circume ui 
stance, te 
Thus much may be observed of short specific 
characters in general; that, though highly useful, 
they are not always to be depended upon, and are 
oy toa lie g aa of allow 
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' LEOPARD. 
3 tg it must also be added, that the major part 
K of those composed by Linnzus are remarkable 
_ for their truth and exactitude. 
é f 
ea < 
ead LEOPARD, 


Felis Leopardus F. cauda mediocri, corpore fulve, maculis sub- 
coadunatis nigris. Lin, Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 77. 
C. with yellow body marked with subcontiguous black spots, 


e disposed in circles. 
Leopard. Buff. 9. p. 151. pl. 14. 
Leopard. Pennant Quadr. 1. p. 282. 


Turis animal is best distinguished from the 

' Panther by its paler yellow-colour, its smaller 
size, and the somewhat closer disposition of the 
| spots which form its ocellated markings; but to a 
: mere general observer, the two animals are so 
extremely alike as to be frequently mistaken for 
_»» each other. A true distinctive mark between the 
Leopard and Panther is by no means easy to 
_- comraunicate, either by description, or even by 
figure. The principal difference is in size; the 
Leopard being considerably the smallest of the 
two; the colour of the Panther is richer or more 

- fulvous than that of the Leopard; but this too is 
liable to a degree of uncertainty: the ocelli or 
___ rounded marks on the Panther are larger, and 
7 _ more distinctly formed; but the character given 
| ere by Mr. Pennant of the Panther, viz. a central 
_ spot in the middle of each, is by no means a 
_ permanent oe truly Segacsive park; since the 














spots in some specimens (perhaps the males) are 
quite plain in the middle; while, on the other — 
hand, in some specimens of the Leopard one or 
more small central spots are visible. As to the 
subtransverse marks about the neck or breast, 
they seem to be full as distinct in the Leopard 4 
as in the Panther; and, perhaps, upon the whole, 

we must be content with distinguishing the two 
species by the size, and by the fulvous-yellow of 
the Panther, and the clearer or paler yellow of — 
the Leopard. The general length of this species, 
from nose to tail, is tour feet; of the tail two and 

a half. It is a native of Senegal and Guinea, as 
well as of many other parts of Africa: it also oc- -— 
curs in several parts of Asia, viz. in Persia, India, 
China, &c. In its manners it resembles the _ 
Panther. | 


a 


ee, -* 





VAR.? 


A variety of this species, of a dusky black, ~ 
marked with spots of a deeper or more glossy — 
black, and perfectly resembling in disposition ~y 
those of the common Leopard, is found in Bengal, 
In one of this kind brought to England some ~ 
years ago, the fur, when a little turned aside, ex=_ 
hibited a slight tinge of the natural or we 
colour, : 












5 <> “LESSER LEOPARD. 


Tis, according to Mr. Pennant, who seems 
‘its only describer, is not half the size of the com- 
mon Leopard. Its colour is a bright yellow, spot- 
ted in the mannereof the common Leopard, i in cir- 
_ eles; on | or aN lip is a great black 


















spot: th is: spotted with black: the chin is 
whites the’ breast’ marked with small spots; the 
lly white, a aehice black: the tail shorter in 
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HUNTING LEOPARD, 955 


field chained and hooded, and, at the proper time, 
is loosed, when it is said to steal along the ground 
at first, concealing itself, till it gains a proper ad- 
vantage, and then to dart on the animal it purs 
sucs, with several repeated springs. If it hap- 
pens to miss its prey, it returns to the call of its 
master. ‘The specimen of this animal in the Le- 
verian Museum is of a pale fulvous-yellow, with 
the cheeks, neck, and breast, white: the body 
whitish beneath; with few obscure dusky spots, 
All the upper parts are very thickly spotted with 
small and perfectly round spots, with still smaller 
ones intermixed; the spots are largest on the out- 
side of the thighs, where the smaller intermixed 
ones are scarce larger than peas, or proportionally 
less than on the other parts: the nose is black; 
from each eye is a blackish line, running down to 
the corners of the mouth: the tail is spotted like 
the hody, but towards the tip are two or three ob- 
scure bands; and the tip itself is blackish: the in- 
sides of the legs are thickly spotted. There seems 
to be no distinct appearance of a mane in this 
specimen ; ; neither is there the slightest appearance 
of it in Buffon’s plate, which is here represented ; 
but it should be observed, that the spots in this 
figure seem much less accurately rounded than 
those in the Leverian specimen, as well as less 
numerous in proportion, In Mr, Schreber's figure 
of this animal the mane seems extremely conspi« 
cuous. 
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and whitish body, With ireghlat black asks. 
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Tuts speciah 3 18 s \ecarce inferior In size* eto the 
Leopard. Its. colour is dull white, with a slight 
yellowish or tawny cast, and the whole is scat- 
"tered. over with differently sized spots and mark- 
ings @ black. About the head these spots are 
small, numerous, and roundish; along the back 
they form a kind of abrupt or irregularly inter- 
rupted stripes, while on the sides and limbs they 
are variously shaped, forming in some places an- 
gular and in others somewhat round or oval 
» marks, with a central space included, and on the 
~ Vegs and tail they are black and scattered. In its 
general form the animal secims much allied to the 
_ Leopard. It seems not to have been distinctly 
described by any modern author till the time of 
Buffon; but itas supposed to have been known to 
the ancients, and to have been the smaller Pan- 
ther of Oppian, and the Panthera of Pliny. It 
should be here observed, that the name Uucia, 
Once, or Qunce, has, by Gesner and some other 
Naturalists, been applied to the Leopard; .and this- 
confusion of names among naturalists has greatly 
tended to obscure the real knowledge of this dif- 


JAGUAR 855 


ficult genus. It is a native of several parts of 
Africa and Asia. 





JAGUAR, 


Felis Onca. TF, eauwda meidiveri, corpore flavescente, ocellis nigris 
rut undato-ang wlertin media flavin. Lan. Syst. Nat. p. Gr. 
C. with tat) of moderate len eth, and yellowish body, with black 
ocellated roundish-cornered spots with yellow central spaces. 
Felis flavescens, maculis nigris orbiculatis, quibusdam rosam res 
ferentibus variegata Driss. Quadr. p. 196. 

Pardus aut Lynx brasiliensis, Jaguars dictus, Lusitanis Onza. 
Rat sun. p. 168. 

Brasilian Cat. Pennant Quailr. 1. p, 286. 

Le Jaguar. Buff. g. p. 201, pl. 18. 


Tue Jaeuar, sometimes called the American 
Tiger, is a native of the hotter parts of South 
America, and is considered as a very fierce and 
destructive animal. Its manners are said to re- 
semble those of the Tiger, lying in ambush for 
its prey. It is about the size of a Wolf, or even 
larger, Its ground colour is a pale brownish-yel- 
low, variegated on the upper parts with streaks 
and open oblong spots or markings of black; the 
top of the back being marked with long inter- 
rupted stripes, and the sides with rows of regular 
open marks: the thighs and legs are also yarie- 
gated with black spots but without central spaces ; 
the breast and belly are whitish: the tail not so 
long as the body; the upper part marked with 
large black spots in an irregular manner, the 
lower with smaller spots. 
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OCELOT. 
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* Tur Ocelot or ‘Pardls is certainly one of the 
most beautiful of the present genus. In size it Is 
almost equal to the Jaguar. Mr. Pennant de- 
scribes it as about fourtimes the size of a large 
Cat. The ground-colour of the male is a bright 
reddish tawny above, nearly white on the lower 
part of the sides, breast, limbs, and belly. Seve- 
tal darge, Jen and variously inflected broad 
Stripesp" of . a d Or richer tinge than the 
ground-colour, are sed over the upper parts 
of the body; these: stripes. are edged with black, 
and have also several © differently shaped black 
spots in the middle part... The 15 streaked 
and spotted with black; and. the ‘upper‘as we 
under parts of the’ limbs tt the el : 

in a beautiful m wi ‘a1 
rous round spots + the’ 
also. The colours of the female’ a | 
and more inclining“to ash-colours Th a a 
tremely ferocious animal,” und inhabits tl 
parts ofSouth America, wh 
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CINEREOUS CAT. wr. -—J 
mit great ravages among cattle, kc. It is also 
said to be untameable in a state of captiyity. _ It 
is well figured in Buffon, ‘The present figure is 
from a beautiful specimen in the Leverian Mu. 
seum. 





CINEREOUS CAT, 
Cinercous Cat. Pennant Quadr. 1. p. 289. 


Tus seems to be described only by Mr. Pen- 
nant, who informs us that it is about the size of 
the Ocelot, and is a native of Guinea. It is 
of a cinereous colour, palest on the legs and 
belly; the irides are hazel; the tip-of the nose 
red; ears sharp and rounded; black on the out- 
side, grey within: from the nose to the eye on 
each side a black line; and above and beneath — 
each eye a white one: sides of the mouth white, 
with four rows of small black spots: from the 
hind part of the head to the back and shoulders 
run some long, narrow, hollow stripes: along the 
top of the back two rows of oval black spots: the 
marks of the sides long, hollow, and irregular, 
extending from the shoulders to the thighs: 
shoulders both barred and spotted: legs and belly 
only spotted: tail not so long as the body, with 
large spots above, and small beneath. This species 
according to Mr. Pennant’s description as given 
above, seems to appréach extremely near to the 
Ocelot, the female of which inclines much to ~ 





“Puma, v. Leo Americanus. Hernand. mex, p. 518. 


Cougouar. Buff. 9. p, 216. pl. 19. 
ruma. Pennant Quadr. 1. p, 289. 


Tue Puma is the largest of the American beasts 
of prey, measuring five feet or more from nose 
to tail; the tail itself measuring about two feet 
eight inches. It is a long-bodied animal, and 
stands high on its legs. Its colour is a pale 
brownish-red, with a slight dusky cast on.some 

© parts: the chin is white; the breast and belly ¢ ash- 
- colour; and the insides of the legs are of the | 
same colour: the tail of a dusky-ferrugino 

with a black tip. It is a native of many pats 2 

America, both North and South, océutring fro 

Canada to Brasil The Puma is an Jani > 

great strength and fiercenéss, preying on ‘eat 

deer, &c. Sometimes it is said to clin a 
~ and watch the opportunity of springing © 
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BLACK TIGER. - 
he 


Felis Discolor. F. cauda elongata, corpore nigro, subtus albido, 

C. with long tail, and body black above, whitish below. 

Felis cauda elongata, corpore potissimum nigro, Lin, Syst. Nat. 
Gmel, p. 79. ) 

Felis nigra. LEraleb. syst. mammal. p. §12. 

Le Cougouar noir. Buff. suppl. 3. p. 223. pl. 42. 

Jaguar or Black Tiger. Pennant Quadr. 1. p. 290. pl. 58. 


* 
* 
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Tuts, like the former species, is a native of 
America, and is considered as a very destructive 
and ferocious animal. It is about the size of a 
heifer ot a year old; and is entirely of a deep _ 
brownish-black colour on the upper parts, and 
pale grey or whitish beneath: the upper lip and 
the paws are also whitish: the tail is of the sam 
dusky colour with the body. | 


——— 
MARGAY. 


Felis Tigrina. F. cauda elongata, corpore fulco nigro striato 
maculatogue, subtus albido. Lin, Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 80. 

C. with long tail and fulvous body striped and spotted with 
black, whitish beneath. 

Felis ex griseo flavescens, maculis nigris variegata. Briss. 
Quadr, 1. p. 193. 

Felis fera tigrina. Barr. Fr. equin. p. 152. 

Mergay. Buff. 13. p. 248. pl. 38. 

Cayenne Cat. Pennant Quadr, 1. p. 292. 


Tue Margay is a native of South America, and’ © 
is about the size ofa common Cat. The ground- ~ 
colour is a bright tawny: the face striped down- 
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364 .. COMMON CAT. 


colour in different parts of Europe. Mr. Schre- | 
ber in his plate of quadrupeds, figures a specimen — 
of a pretty deep tawny colour, varied with black 
or deep-brown streaks, so that the animal has very 
much the appearance ot a Tiger in miniature; 
while on another plate he has exhibited one, edits 
municated by Dr. Pallas, of a pale grey with black 
or dark-brown yariegations. 

The manners of the wild cat resemble those of 
the Lynx, and several others of this genus; living 
in woods, and preying on young hares, on birds, 
and a variety of other animals, which it seizes by 
surprise. It breeds in the hollows of trees, and 
produces about four at abirth. ‘* The wild Cat 
(says Mr. Pennant) may be called the British 
Tiger; it is the fiercest and most destructive beast 
we have; making dreadful havock among our 
poultry, lambs, and kids, It inhabits the most 
mountainous and woody parts of these islands, liv- 
ing mostly in trees, and feeding only by night. It 
multiplies as fast as our common Cats; and often 
the females of the latter will quit their domestic 
mates, and return home pregnant by the former.” 

The varieties of this animal in a domestic state 
are very numerous; it is either entirely black; 
black and white; black, fulvous, and white (called 
the Tortoise-shell or Spanish Cat); white without 
any variegation; fulvous and white; dun-colour 
or tawny, either plain or with deeper stripes; tab- 
by, or of a similar colour to the wild Cat, but 


with much bolder or more vivid variegations; 


__ Slate-coloured or blue-grey (called the Chartreux 
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young of a different individual; and it is a genes 
hl observation, thet a domestic Cat will com- | — 
_ monly suckle and nurse any young kitten that is) 
| newly introduced to her. bie att ordety +i. 
_ (Nothing can be more beautiful than the expe \ 
a - ximent of setting a young Cat, for the first time, 
Ss before a looking-glass, ) The animal appears sur- y 
- prised and pleased with the resemblance, and —— 
‘makes several attempts at touching its new aces 
+ quaintance ; and, at length, finding its efforts 
: fruitless, it looks behind the glass, tedneceiae fi 
__ highly surprised at the absence of the figure: it 
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COMMON CAT. 


seems, at length, to be convinced of the real na- 
ture of the image. The same is the case with the 
Dog at an early age. 

The Cat generally lives in habits of friendship 
with the other domestic animals; the contrary in- 
stances arising entirely from neglect of early edu= 
cation *, 

The sleep of the Cat, which is generally very 
light, is sometimes so profound that the animal’ 
requires to be shaken pretty briskly before it can 
be awakened: this particularity takes place chiefly 
in the depth of winter, and especially on the ap- 
proach of snowy weather: at such periods also, as 
well as at some others, the animal diffuses a fra- 
grant smell, something like that of cloves. 

The fur of the Cat, being generally clean and 
dry, readily yields electric sparks when rub- 
bed; and if a clean and perfectly dry domestic 
Cat be placed, in frosty weather, on a stool with 
glass feet, or insulated by any other means, and 
rubbed for a certain space, in contact with the 
wire of a coated vial, it will be effectually charged 
by this method, 


#* We might here mention the well-known anecdote of the 
French lady, who taught her Cat, Dog, Mouse, and Bird, to feed 
together from the same plate. 
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JAPAN CAT. 


Japan Cat. Pennant Quadr. 1. p. 297. 
Chat sauvage Indien. Vosmaer. 


Tuis is said to be of the size of a common Cat, 
and has a tail ten inches and a half long: the ears 
are upright and pointed: colour of the face and 
lower part of the neck whitish: breast and lower 
belly a clear grey: body part yellow and clear 
grey, mixed with black disposed in transverse 
rays. Along the back, quite to the tail, is a 
broad band of black, which also extends over the 
upper part of the tail: the lower part is semi-an- 
nulated with black and grey. Its cry is said to 
resemble the mewing of a great Cat. I cannot 
but observe, that this animal, described by Mr. 
Pennant from Vosmaer, seems to be very nearly 
allied to the grey variety of wild Cat figured by 
Mr. Schreber at plate 107. A.a. of his work on 
quadrupeds. 


GUIGNA. 


Felis Guigna. Molina Chili. 275. 
Guigna Cat. Pennant Quadr. 1, p. 299. 


Tuts, which is described by Molina, in his ac- 
count of Chili, is of the size of a common Cat, 
and inhabits forests. Its colour is tawny, marked. 
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870 AMERICAN SERVAL. 


birds, &c. This species appears to have been 
first described by the French Academicians in 
their work entitled Mémoires pour servir a l His- 

t toire des Animaux. The specimen there described 
measured two feet and a half from the nose to 

~~ the tail, which was eight inches long. Its shape 
thick and strong: its general colour was fox-red 
or ferruginous, with the throat, abdomen, and in- 
sides of the legs, yellowish-white : it was spotted al- 
most all over with black; the spots being of along 
form on the back, and round on the sides, belly, 
‘and legs, where they were proportionally smaller 
and more numerous. The specimen described and 
figured in the Count de Buffon’s Natural History 
differed only in a very few particulars, so slight 
as to leave no doubt of the identity of the species. 
It was excessively fierce and untameable. 


AMERICAN SERVAL. 


Chat Sauvage de la Caroline. Buff. suppl. 3. p. 226. 
Mountain Lynx. Pennant Quadr. 1. p. 300. 


Ir is to this animal, and not to the preceding, 
that Mr. Pennant applies the synonym of Chat- 
| Pard, and supposes it to have been the species de- 
t scribed by the French academicians of the last 
' century. It has (says Mr. Pennant) upright 
pointed ears, marked with two brown transverse 
bars: colour of the head and whole upper part of _ 
‘the body reddish-brown, marked with long nar-— 
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AMERICAN SERVAL. s7i. 

row stripes on the back, and with numerous round” © 
small spots on the legs and sides; the belly is’ 


whitish, and the chin of a pure white: the tail is 
barred with black; the length of the animal is two 
feet and a half. It inhabits North America. 
Mr. P. adds, that it grows very fat, and is consi- 
dered asa mild and gentle animal. |The species 
mentioned by Buffon, under the title of Chat 
sauvage de la Caroline, is supposed by Mr. Pen- 
nant to be the same animal; it is described by 
Buffon from a coloured drawing communicated to 
him by Mr. Peter Collinson, and is said to be of 
the size of a common Cat, and of a clear brown 
colour mixed with grey, and striped on the back 
and sides with longitudinal marks of black along 
its whole length, from head to tail: the tail was 
annulated with black and white, and the ‘abdo- 
men pale, and spotted with black: the legs were 


also spotted; and on each side the nose beneath 


the eyes was a large black spot. 


Var. ? 


In the same volume of his supplement, Mr. 
Buffon gives a figure of an animal of this tribe 
under the name of Chat saweage de la Nowvelle 
Espagne. It 1s said to be four feet long from 
nose to tail: its eyes rather small, and its tail ra= 
ther short: its colour a hlueish-grey, slightly 


speckled with blackish: its hair coarse, and suffi- — 


ciently strong for painters’ pencils with a firm 


point. According to Buffon’s figure of this ani-- 
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872. pratt “a: “CHAUS. 
mal, the tail seems rather longer than jn the for- 
mer, and without the least appearance of bars. 
Mr. Pennant considers this as a distinct species, 
under the name of New Spain Cat. 





CHAUS,. 


Felis Chaus. F. cauda mediocri, apicem versus annulata, apice 
ipso nigra, corpore reliquo ex fuscescente luteo, auriculis extus 
brunneis apice nigro barbatis. Tin, Syst. Nat. Gmel, p. 82. 


fh ae Guldenstedt noo. comm, petrop. 1775, p. 483. t. T4, 15. 


Ppwrish-yellow C. with moderately short tail, annulated to- 
"wards the tip, with the tip itself black, and the ears brown, 
bearded with black at the tips. « 

~ Caspian Lynx. Pennant Quadr. 1, p. 304. 


Tus species was first described by Professor 
Guldenstedt in the Petersburgh Transactions. It 
is an inhabitant of the woody and marshy tracts 
that border on the western side of the Caspian 
Sea, and im the Persian provinces of Ghilan and 
Masenderan, and is frequent about the mouth of 
the Kur, the ancient Cyrus. In manners, voice, 
and food, it agrees with the wild Cat. Its gene- 
ral length is about two feet six inches from the 
nose to the tail; but it has been known to mea- 
sure three feet: the tail reaches only tothe flexure — 
of the legs. "The colour of this species is a dusky 
yellowish-brown; the breast and belly much 
brighter, or more inclining to orange-colour: the — 

~ tail is tipped with black, and has three obscure | 
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BAY LYNx, 23738: ° 
the inside of the legs, near the bend of the knee, — 


are two dusky bars: the ears are tufted with black 


hairs. 





BAY LYNX. 


Felis Rufa, J. cauda abbreviata, subtus et apice alba, corpore 
rufo fusco maculato, auriculis apice barbatis. Lin, Syst, Nat. 
Gmel. p. 82. 

Short-tailed bay C. obscurely spotted with black; with the tail 
white beneath and at the tip, and the ears bearded at the tips, 

Bay Linx. Pennant Quadr. 1. p. 393. 


Tris species is about twice the size of a large 
Cat, and is a native of North America. Its co- 
lour is a bright bay, obscurely marked with small 
dusky spots; the upper and under lip, throat, and 
whole under sides of the body and limbs, are 
white. From beneath each eye three curved 
blackish stripes pass down the cheeks: the upper 
part of the inside of the fore legs is marked by 
two black bars; the upper part of the tail is 
marked with four or five dusky bars, and that 
next the tip is black: the ears are sharp-pointed 
and tufted with long black hairs. This animal 
was first described by Guldenstedt. The hair is 
shorter and smoother than that of the common 
Lynx. 
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i: oe € “I ds tamed and ma : use of if the 
‘y cha te 3 ro? inimal of great strength and 
fierceness: Dr. Charleton mentions one which 
killed a hound and tore it in-pieces in an instant, 
notwithstanding the vigorous defence made by 
; the Dog. . It is used not only in the chase of the 
| By smaller quadrupeds, but of the a kinds of 
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birds, such as herons, cranes, p elicans, &c. which 
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the Count de Buffon, has the ears red on the 
outside, instead of blacka This is considered by 
Mr. Pennant as a variety of the former, under 
the title of Zybian Caracal. He describes it thus: 
‘* Cat with short black tufts to the ears, which 
are white within: of a lively red without: tail 
white at the tip, annulated with four black rings, 
with some black marks behind the four legs, It 
is greatly inferior in size to the former; not larger 
than a common Cat. Inhabits both Lybia and 
Barbary.” 

In reality it 1s the species which Mr. Bruce 
names the Booted Lynx, and of which he has 
given an elegant figure in his appendix. It mea- 
sures, according to Mr. Bruce, 22 inches from the 
nose to the tail, which is 13 inches long, The gene- 
ral colour is a pale reddish-grey, whitish beneath: 
the back of the ears reddish-brown; the insides 
lined with white hair: the tips penciled with long 
black hairs: on the back of all the feet runs a 
black band, which, on the fore teet, reaches two 
inches, and on the hind feet four inches up the 
leg: the tail is of the same colour as the back, at 
its origin, but towards the end grows whitish, 
and is marked with four black rings. He chiefly 
preys, according to Mr. Bruce, on Guinea-fowl, 
which are extremely plentiful in those parts. 
He has very much the appearance of a common 
cat; often mounts trees, and is said to be exceed- 
ingly fierce. | 

It is easy to perceive that this species must in 
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Tue int? with some Bight raseaieate , 
and colour, appears to be found. in all thee . 
+ “regions: of, Europe, Asia,. and America, Sar 
‘<~ jn thick woods, an r ing on ¢ On. res, deer, birds, 
and almost: every eS animal inhabitant. “The 
nerd size of F the Lyn i, that of a ‘iniddling 
Dog: the “measure given by Mr. Pennant ofthe 
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VIVERRA. WEESEL. 
Generic Character. 


Dentes Primoressex,subacuti. || Cutting-teeth six, sharpish. 

Laniarii longiores. Canine-teeth longer. 

Melares plures quam tres. Tongue in some smooth, in 

Lingua in aliis levis, in aliis | othersaculeatedbackwards 
retrorsum aculeata, 


Corpus elongatum. | Body of alengthened form. 


Tus genus comprehends all the animals of the 
Weesel kind; which seem to be somewhat unne- 
cessarily separated by Linneus into two distinct 
genera, under the titles of Viverra and A/ustela; 
in which latter genus the Otters are also included. 
In this particular Mr. Pennant seems to have 
acted more judiciously than Linnzus, I shall, 
therefore, follow his example, and unite the two 
genera, preserving the Otters or Lutre distinct 
from both. 

The general character of the Weese! tribe is a 
certain slenderness and length of body; with a 
sharpened visage, short legs, and, in most species, 
a longish tail (though in some few it is short). 


The disposition of the teeth may be seen in the 
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a native of India, and the other of Africa. ~ Both 
agree in their general appearance, but the A°gyp- 
tian variety is considerably larger than yoe In- 
dian; measuring more than forty inches from the 
nose to the end of the tail; whereas the Indian 
Ichneumon scarce exceeds two thitds of this 
length: exclusive of size alone, the Aigyptian 
Ichneumon is distinguished by having the tail 
slightly tufted at the end, which the other has 
not; and from this circumstance it is placed, 
in the Gmelinian edition of the Systema Nature, 
as a distinct species. “The Ichneumon is of a 
pale reddish-grey colour, each hair being mottled 
with brown or dusky, so that the whole appears 
speckled in the manner of the hair on some of the’ 
larger Baboons. ‘The eyes are of a bright red or 
flame-colour: the ears. rounded, and almost na- 
ked: the nose long and slender: the body rather 
thicker than in most others of this genus; and 
the tail is very thick at the base, and from thence 
gradually tapers almost to a point: the legs are 
short: the hair on the whole animal is hard and 
coarse, and it varies somewhat as to the depth 
and cast of its colours in different individuals. In 
India, but still more in Agypt, the Ichneumon 
has always been considered as one of the most 
useful and estimable of animals; since it is an in- 
veterate enemy to serpents, rats, and other nox- 
ious creatures Which infest those regions. In India 
it attacks, with the greatest eagerness and cou- 
rage, that most dreadful. reptile, the Cobra de ~ 
Capello, or hooded’Snake, and easily destroys it. 
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tiles, it was h Id in such a highdegree of vene- 
ration by the ancient Agpytians as to be regarded 
in the light of a minor deity, or one of those be- 
nevolent beings proceeding from the Parent of the 
universe, For the’ purposes above specified it is 
still domesticated. hy the Indians and JEgyptians, 
“in the same’ manuer as the Cat in Europe; and it 


has also, the merit of being easily tamed, and of, 


performing all’ the services of the Cat with a still 
greater degree ‘of vigor and alaerity. When in 
pursuit of prey, it sometimes sprin gs suddenly upon 
it with the greatest agility, and, at other times, 
will glide along the ground like a ‘Serpent, with- 
out raising its body, till it arrives at a proper 
distance for ifs intended, attack. Like many 
other animals of this tribe, it 1s a most dangerous 


enemy. to. several creatures larger than jtselfj.. 


over which it gains a ready victory, by fastening 
itself upon them, and sucking their blood. Ina 

* wild state it is said principally to frequent the 
of tivers, and, initimes of flood, to approach 

4 “the higher grounds, and inhabited places, in quest 
of prey. “It is reported to swim: and dive occa- 
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CAFFRARIAN WEESEL a \ Ks 
Viverra Cafra. 7. cena ® task Cepis hie ached pic i 
atra. Lin. Syst. Nats Gmel.'p. 85. he ate ot 3 
P: 439. 
Yellowish-brown W. with tail gradually tapering Sse a ‘thick 
base, and black at the tip.” 
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Tus species, in its general form, resem bits the 
Polecat, but is nearly of the length of an Otter. 
Its colour, on all parts, except the'tip of the tail, 
which is black,’ is a mixture of yellow-brown, and 
black, so as to resemble the colour of the Aguti*, 
but rather deeper, especially on the back: the 
hair is of a strong and glossy nature: the feet are 
blackish; the ears very short, and coyered with — 
woolly fur. This animal: is. described by Mr. | 
Schreber from a dried skin which was sent to. Dr. - YY | 
Pating. ® itJs a native of the Cape of Good Hope. 
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\s 
Viverra Zenic. F. tetradactyla, corpore onl bvcite decem 
transversis nigris, caudla ex utro patiicea, % ereus apicem nigra. 
Lin, Syst. Nat, Gmel. p. 85.5% 
Four-toed grey W. with ten transverse black bands on the body, 
and deep chesnut-coloured tail, black towards the tip. 
Le Zenik des Hottentots. Sonnerat voy. 2p. 145. pl. 92. 


Tuts, which is described by Sonnerat, is a Caf- 
-frarian species, and. is about the size of a water- 
rat. The snout is long, and in each jaw are two 
dncisive and six canine teeth *; the whole animal 
is of a reddish-grey colour, and is marked: by ten 
transverse black bands over the back, and reach- 
ing downwards on each side, almost as in the 
Zebra: the tail, which ‘is scarce the length of the 
body, is slender, and of a deep ferruginous-colour 
for three fourths of its length, the remainder be- 
ing black. Mr, Sonnerat says nothing of this 
animal's manners but we may conclude that it” 
resembles, in this respect, the rest of its conge- 
ners. It has five toes on each foot; and the- 
claws on the fore feet are very long and almost 
strait: those of the hind feet are small and 


crooked, = «= 
2. “By canine-teeth Mr, Sonnerat must | be mppoed merely to 
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Viverra Surikatta. I”. grisea, naso producta mobili, peut tetta- 
dactylis, cauda ferruginea, apice nigro. 

Grey-brown W. with long moveable snout, founstned feet, and 
ferruginous tail, black at the fips: Pie. 

Viverra tetradactyla. VF. pediba Teenage, nase product mo- 
bili. Lin. Syst. Nat, Gmel. pp, eee ‘oe 

Suricate. Buff. 13. p. rede , ie - ee 

Viverra tetradactyla. Millers Cem a 
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Four-toed Weesel. Pennan | ge : we Cir 3 
Tue Surikate is distinguishes sg sharp- 
pointed nose, depy | heac “a rH inflate cheeks :* 
the upper jaw is mu 4 0: nger than the lower, and 
on its upper part gs black A, eyes are also sur- 
rounded by black: the ears are sir lt and round- 
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) hes : el are short: the claws on the 
= XC bed in lefigth | those of the 
hi al colour of, the Surikate i is 
regent e ; fe il is subferraginous, tipped 
ack, @ =. is an n inhabitant “ poe Cape of 
eit is called M es = feeds 









th’ ifs 
f pe | 
b inhabit LL ‘ 3 





== « ~ = —_ = = | "= = 4] 
@ 4 


. 


= 
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~ Re syliarly acid scent, which it is said to emit. It 


is an ynimal of a capricious disposition when in a 
state o,, captivity. In having only four toes, it 
differs from most of this tribe. 





COATI-MON DI. 


Viverra Nasua. V. cauda albo annulata, naso producto mobili.. 


Lain. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 86. 

Rufous W. with tail annulated with white, and lengthened 
moveable snout, 

Ursus naso producto et mobili, cavuda annulatim variegata. 
Briss. Quadr. p, 190. 

Coati. Maregr. Bras. p. 228. 

Coati Mondi, Act. Paris. t. 3. .P. 3. p 14. t. 37. 

Le Coati noiratre, Buff. 8. pl. 47. 

Brasilian Weesel. Pennant Quadr, 2. p. 61. 


Tue size of this animal is at least equal to that 
of a Cat. Its general colour is a cinereous brown, 
or ash-colour, with a cast of reddish: the tail, 
which is of very considerable length, is annulated 
with distinct circles of black: its most remark- 
able character is the long, flexible snout, some- 
what truncated at the end. By the assistance of 
this it turns up the earth, in the manner of a 
Hog, in quest of earth-worms, &c. Like the 
Polecat, it also preys on the smaller quadrupeds, 
birds, &cy “It. is a native of South America, 
and seem Mt0,, have been first described by 
Maregravg in ris History of Brasil. ‘There is a 

icularity, sometimes eecretle in 1 this ani- 
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886 COATI-MONDI. 


heel into several horny processes of about 
ter of an inch in Iength: these in some spéc! 
are scarce visible. ‘The tongue is marked on the 
upper part with several furrows, so disposed as to 
resemble the fibres of a leaf. 


Var. ? 
COATI-MONDI. 


Viverra Narica. VW. subjusca, cauda concolore, naso producto 
mobili. Lin, Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 86. 

Brown W. with tail of the same colour, and with lengthened 
moveable snout. 

Le Coati brun, Buff. 8. pl. 48. 

Dusky W. Brasilian W. var. 8. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 62. 


Tus, in its general appearance, so much re- 
sembles the preceding, that it has been consi- 
dered by many naturalists as a variety only. It 
is, however, rather larger than the former, of a 
browner colour, and without any annuli, or, at 
least, without very distinct variegations on the tail. 
In its manners it agrees with the former: it burrows 
into the ground so expeditiously as soon to con- 
ceal its whole body; feeds both on animal and ve- 
getable substances, and is said occasionally to go 
into the water. It also climbs trees. 
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Viverra Striata. ~ h ; 
Viverra Putorius. VF. nigricansy “ 


lelis albis, Lin, Syst. Nat. G 
Blackish W. with five parallel, white) dorsal stripes 
Mustela nigra, teeniis in dorso albi . Briss, Quadr, 4 
Striated Weesel. Pennant Quadr, 2. i Ole | 
Concpate. Buff. 83. p. 288 
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~ S88 ‘STRIATED WEESEL. 
tudinal white stripes on the back: the tail very 
| bushy or full of hair. In the different specimens 
_. of this animal there is some slight variation ob- 
—® servable in the proportion of the dorsal stripes, 
» as well as in the colour of the tail, which is some- 
©. times marked with a pair of lateral white bands, 
-and sometimes almost entirely white. It its man- 
ners and horrible vapour, when irritatea, it per- 
r fectly agrees with the preceding, as well as with 
the two succeeding species; and the same de- 
scription of this offensive quality may be applied 
to all the four. If the accounts given of this 
odious vapour are not aggravated by the abhor- 
rent recollection of those who have experienced 
its effects, every other ill smelLaviich nature can 
produce, is surpassed by the overpowering fortor of 
these extraordinary quadrupeds. In consequence | 
of the dreadful emanation the dogs are said to re- 
linquish their pursuit, and the men to fly with 
precipitation from the tainted spot: but if unfor- 
tunately the least particle of the fluid which the — 
animal commonly discharges at this juncture, 
should happen to light on the clothes’ of the 
hunter, he becomes argeneral nuisance wherever 
he appears. and is obliged to divest himself of his 
dress, and practise all the arts of ablution, in or- 
der to be restored to the society of mankind. . 
To add to the history of these strange circum- =~ 
stances, it is affirmed that the animal issometimes . 
. tamed, and rendered “domestic; in which state — 
_.\ it is pretended that it never emits its pestilential 
vapour unless greatly displeased or irritated. if 
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Rat: ‘Tars species is rather smaller than: the ‘prox 's 
species. The head is small and ‘flat, and the — 
snout sharp and lengthened. The whole animal — 
is of a blackish chocolate-brown, with a , broad 
a hs of white on the back, divided by astripeof | 
“black, which sometimes passes along the whole ~ 
~ Jength.of the back, and- sometimes hot much 
more than half way from the ‘Tail, which is white 
at the tip and sides, with the remainder like the - 
. body; but.it also varies with the tail all white or W! i 
parti-coloured : along the forehead is a narrow .\.2 : 
-_- white stripe reaching towards the neck. th mane) ; Ps 
‘hers me abo smell this mesteputes the two pr i 
: animals, oe en 
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7 re ow Viverra Zeylanien. BBs “fang mledee a albida, ms ( 
Fo ‘Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 89. Schréber sacugth. «Pr 4500. ie 

cs - Cinereous W. mixed with lena Heele dg 

oe. wy Shiyt NW dein 

ee Ts species in its habit or general ws eearancey 

F a ell as in ‘size, resembles the Martin: the ge- 

f | colour is grey, shaded with brown; decpest 
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on the back and tail, beneath lighter or whitish: 
-theetail is as long as the body; the vibrissw or 
= ’ whiskers white; the lower lip indented ; the feet 














F ;  “five-toed, with rather retractile claws: the tougue 

a warted. Mr. Schreber is not without some suspi- 

a cion that this species may &<c“the same with the 

b —Ceylonese Dog mS sauvage de Ceylon of Vos- 

P wae). A as 
res 3 ‘he 2 

’ ah | Sa = ay | 
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. Capensis. . V. nigra, dorso sig li-marinato, Tin, 
: Syst. Nat, Gmel, p. 89. 


_ Black W. with grey back edged with white. | a mig 

> Mivatelaraubfiteca, linea longitudinali alba per strumque Jato * 
Fa waalin.« Bromdien e436. «0.13% é; # 
~" woe Stscdepedcat. Kolbe Vorgeb. 1. 167.° ne Tabs ice? ¥ 
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colours being separated along the whole length | 
of the animal, from the base of the nose to the © ‘ 
tail, by a stripe of black and white: the ears are - 
scarce visible: theetail rather thick; the legs — 
short, and the head large; the snout short and 
somewhat pointed: the body seems of a thicker 
form than is usual in thisgenus. — ~ 

This animal, when pursued, ejects a fetid lignid © 
saccompanied by a smell as insufferable as that of ~_ 
some of the American Weesels or Skunks, and 
provuctive of the same effects, ¥ 

| “x 
re os es 
6 ign _. HONEY WEESEL. \, 
>, 


Ee V. dorso cinerea; fascia Seanheigrd: aliloe 
© mine nigro, -wiguibus longis subtus cavis, fossoriis. Lin, Syst. 
Nat. Gmel. p. ot. 
|W. with-cinereous back, with a black lateral band; the abdomen 
black; the claws long and formed for burrowing. 
Ratel, Sparrm, act. Stockh. 1777. t. deJ>  . } 


=4 

“Tuts, according to Dr. Sparrman, feeds prin- 4 

» cipally on the honey of wild bees about the Cape ‘: 

of Good Hope, which it finds in the holes of Jer- — 

boas, Rabbits, and other animals, as well as in hol= .- 

~ low trees... 'To,this,.its most acceptable food, it 
— is guided;: as Dr. Sparrman tells us, by a bird — 
called the He (Cucujus, Indicator), st 
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y tail spottes a 
Meles fasciis et aestivahis, nigris & ‘lectin aig. 


— Briss. Quadr, pe 186.00 a A 
: Felis Zibethi, oGesn. Quadr. p. 836. Al ti 342. “S a 
, Civette. Buff.g. p. 299. phigde OPO SP WT og 


* - Tue Viverra Civ ettsi, commonly known by the 

~ Mame ot the Civet Cat, is a native of several 
parts of Africa amd India. Kies pica len eth pf 
this animal from 1 nose 0; eth 
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CIVET. 






sort of ratio: the head is a a 2 or 
sharpish form; with short rounded pets: the eyes 
are of a “bright sky-blue: the tip ‘of the “nose 
black: the sided of the face, chin, breast, legs, | 
and feet, are black; the remainder of ‘the face, _ 
and part of the sided of the neck, are of a yellow- 
ish-white ; from each ear are three black stripes, 
terminating at the throat and shoulders: the tail — 

is generally black, but sometimes is marked with - 
pale or whitish spots on each side the’base. It 
isn animal of a wild disposition, and lives in the 
usuar manner of others of this genus, preying 
on birds;the smaller quadrupeds, &c. It is re- 
markable r the production of the drag called 
civet (somemes erroneously confounded with — 
musk). This substance is a secretion formed in e 
alarge double glandular receptacle, situated at. 
some little distance beneath the tail, and which BY 
the animal empties spontaneously. When the . 
Civet Cats are kept in a state of confinement (as Z ie 
is usual with the perfumers at Amsterdam and 
other places), they are placed, from time to time, - yobs 
_ in strong wooden cages or receptacles, so om , 
structed as to prevent the creature from turning — 
—rdund and biting the person employed neeey 
lecting the secréted substance: this operat 


+ sage ce 2 Sa twice: 
as done by sera cat nt 


rare 









ing the civet 9 










quantity. ohtainesr: cach time 
a dram, — “As ' \e- 
— Civet, ‘thdagh sel -article in. the more a 
materia medica, and though still employed by the 

_ oriental physicians, is with us chiefly used in per- 

— fumés. It has avery fragrant smell, and a sub+ 
acrid taste: it unites readily with oils, both ex- 
pressed and distilled; in watery or spirituous men- 
___ Strua it does not dissolve, but. impregnates jo th 
_ fluids strongly with its odour. It may, hoy oweyts 

__ be made ‘to unite with, ‘or be soluble in,>-ater, | 















| :: by means of rubbing with mucilages, ume 2 
ao ; ee > : " 
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oe ” aS ie EET ae 
«© Viverra Zibetha, V,cauda annulata, dors cmeteo nigroque ur 
. datint’striato. Lin, Syst; Nat. Gmel. p. 89. ees 
__,_Ash-grey"W. with black undulations and annulated tail," 
oe \ Felis Zibethi. +» Quadr, 837+ = . , 
* “Animal Zi cet pesis vetcrum Bellonii, " Ml, Bg. 343. 
. - a * Zibet. Gy tee et =" . ta | we, 
* ang a” CRS eas os ret @ 
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more precisely discriminated by Buffon, eet 
‘consi lerec by nodes arr as a dis 


ap are er, even in*his 
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in so few part@babar? as gtill xorkes eterm’ 
tion difficult. The Zibet is ly food in I dia i By 
“and ‘the Indian islands, _Its ger eral 
same with the former species, bat its, snout is is 
somewhat sharper; its tail longer, and, instead of _ 4 
_ being black or dusky, with 1 afew whitish 
_ patches at the base, is strongly semi-annulated yaa et 
_ banded» with. alternate black and white ‘spaces: — ae 
here is no‘ perceptible mane onthe back, nor — 
any large brown or blackish patch under the eyes, — f 
~-as in <he*former animal: the hair also.is shorter ” 
and softe: than in the preceding kind, and the | a 
duletions thao disposed in the form of une A 





dulations , especially on the limbs, In 
_ short, this species may be called the Indian, and ~ 
_ the former the African, Civet‘Cat. In disposi-+ _ 
tion and manners they both seem to agree; a iss 
_ well as in the seeretion of the perfume b e dde- 
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ey, Tse species is desorilied by Mr. a Nae fe 
es Dr. Pallas, Its size is between that of the Civet 
and the Genet: its colour a dark ash-grey, th 
‘three black dorsal stripest-the snout, on Sage be-- 
__- yond. the,eyes, the throat, and the feet,are black :' 

_ ‘the tip.of the tail black. also: beneaya the eyes is 

be _ a whitish spot, and the-under side of the body is 
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| 5, lm Ws | Nat. p65. . 
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| Sy ei ca 
Fae cea Nedvente ie is 
rather longer than chet ois Ser eee ele ; 
_ the appeatance of a very s fat along the — 
sides of the body tan of roundish % 







black spots, ey ee ae! ‘a little to 
a squarish form: the miizzle is dusky; beneath 
each eye is a white spot: the cheeks, sides of the — 
\. neck, and the limbs, are spotted in a proportions — ~ 
ally:smaller pattern than the nore mers a Bs 
-annulated with black: eRe 1 ES 
The Genet is ani animal of a mild dispcaitign; a 
and wsily tamed. In Yarious parts of the east, © 
as well + at Constantinople, it is domesticated ~ 
like the Caiy and is said to be equal, or superior, 

to that animed.in clearing houses from rats and _ 

mice. Tt is a cleanly animal, and has aislight 
musky smell. It is a native of the western parts 
of Asia, but is said likewise to oceur-in Spain, and pte 
herrea eine in some ee of Bi 054° ae 
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Pag = van? = "afd it Ms: 
Piet eee 
. The French Rene unerchigeeaian to. the 
| description and figure of the Count de Buffon, is 
.' far'less elegantly and. distinctly seen mgt 
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-— | —— ~ ps rag sts9 “hs Ps Ch 
aS © Niverta Fossa: cde mt, cre cin gro mate 4 
ar lato. Lin, Syst. Nat. Gmel, p. gt. ee. 
~~ Ash-coloured W. spotted with black, aod wi ated tails” 


‘ Fossane. Buff. 13. p. 1634 Dl. _— i 
— Foasane Weted. Pennant Q : 2s p. ne Pe ie 
hear be ih a 
Tne Fossane, app car's nto he iy allied to 
(Ss I the Genet. that it-migh bag? bt . or a an 
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ers hha me of a eed yhite : ar 
__. nulated with black andwhite. This anjmial * is a 
native of Madagascar, Guinea, Bengal, Cochin 
aps arene ‘the Phu ilip | _ 
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Viverra Cendivelvuta » kek jentia Mint ae ¥ 
hensili. in. Syst. Nat, Gmel. p, 91. 


Yellow W. shaded with dusky, with prehensile tail. => sy 
Yellow Macauco, Pennunt Synops, Quadr. p. 135. *. 
Yellow Weesel. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 59. “hy 


Le Kinkajon Potot. Buff. suppl. 3.p.251. pl. gt 6 5 


Tuis animal was first described by Mr. Pen- 
nant in his Synopsis of Quadrupeds, under’ the 
name of the Yellow Macauco, a title which was 
afterwards changed to that of Yellow Weesel, 
which genus it forms a kind of anomalous species, 
having a prehensile tail. Its nmeteen, inches in 
length from the nose to the tail, which is seven= 
teen inches long. ‘The nose is short and dus 
the eyes small; the ears short, broad, and flap- 
ping, and placed at a great distance from each 
other: the head flat and broad; the cheeks swell-— 
ing out; the tongue very long; the legs and z 
thighs short and thicks with five toes toveach — | 
foot; claws large, slightly hooked, and flesh-co- 
loured. Its colour yellow, shaded with dusky, 
A blackish or dusky list runsdown the back. from | 
head to tail, and § a similar one half way down the 
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© Le Kinkajou. Buf suppl. 3. p. 245+ pl. 50. 
4 Mexican Weesel. Pennant Quadr, 2. p, 60. 


. Tris, which is supposed by Buffon to be the ff 
same animal with the preceding, is by Mr. Pen-, 
nant considered as a distinct species. It is, ac- 
'. cording to the measures given by Buffon, a larger 
animal than the preceding, but so great is the ge- 
-. mneral agreement between the two, that it seems 
mot very easy to conceive a specific difference. 
"The general colour is the same m both; the tail 
. in both is prehensile : the tongue extremely long: 
the manners in both the same. This mentioned 
by Buffon would seize on birds, and suck the 
blood without tearing its prey. It was fond of 
fruits and vegetables of several kinds, and was 
delighted with sugar and various sweets. _ It slept 
much by day, and was lively during the night : 
7 had: the ‘actions of a Monkey: had a variety of 
y cries, sometimes a kind of barking note, at other 
= gat hint. or variously modified. - It was 
> brought from New Spain, 0 = 
as 4 
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Tus, says Mons. Soanerer — 
from head to tail, which is nine inches 
has two cutting-teeth in each jaw; those of 
ferior being the strongest: sixteen caniix 
each jaw: fives toes on each foot, with § strong a 
ed claws: body long, covered with even and close~ pwd 
set hair; legs short;. tail slender, “almost as long _ 

as the body, and ending-in a int, like that A a Pm 












Cat: it is marked with black : "¥ 
which are longer than those in 
creature is of a grey-colour, iz 
on the lower parts of the he = yy 


feet: the belly is white. Os : 
ids of black, four of which»are strait, 
r at the back © t a. ele af 

| fad e body to the ti ail, where. 

‘two oth 1€ er a Tue h are « te n ee 




















‘sF eS ae. Vcauda Wigys camdata' ~ | 
' Y saphaipe pasrenp rep ny BI oe 
4 sf Pin W, Wik Yngindl beh pel on he ne an8 mp, 
and round black spots.on the sides, i 
2319 : pert si ahy i vee | > ¢ tees Aa | i ea ; 
= Tras, a native of Malacea, i is one ‘oft those ani- 
ae “nerat, He says it is of the size of a*domestic Cat, 
fF and that it has the same character and manners. 
the upperparts: ‘the snout is longish; the eats — 
= Suit agate and the limbs short; the'claws — 
the top of the head is black;-and it has four 
nK gre cat each eyé, ‘situated longi- mit | 
“in se me ¥ iews,) oblong: Over'the neck run’ ~ 
laity sete eek commen ca K" 





pics Drapes 
ge et tere tidus nigris, Lin. Syst, Nat, mel. 
+ © LalCivétte de Malacca, ‘Somer toy a6 a. ae Ba 
mals which wé-owe to the assiduity of Mons.’ Son- 
a: ‘The whole animal is of} a pearl-grey, “deepest on 
! Be. on ahora “weak, crooked, and: retractile. 
© etait seed and black; the pu? _ 











Sonnerat’s figure, it : 
| “much allied to the Genet and the Fossane. 
‘ — Sonnerat tells us it lives by chase; paket 

homage rs he trees, Ke. it is a fierce er 


d, when A chs 


"owed sky eur, ; which is a ay et ecu 
_ Tiar receptacle’ like that of the Civet Cat a 
some others of this genus, | The Malays ¢ 
“the fluid thus secreted, and pretend that Lae 
~ mulant -and_stomachic, It is much esteemed for — 
these qualities by the Chinese, spots > 
the Malays. fot Ly cig-ueke a. rH ie na “iottee 
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oe oi a particular, ping is ac- 
pepanaly found in such countries as most abound 
in that specie: sof timber. In England itis much _ 
| as. ane ent nt. than cee ake in som > pe arts 
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Me "SB ABLE. | 
coloured at the roots and black at the tips: the 
chin is cinereous, and the édges of the ears yel- 
~~ Jowish. Its size is equal to that of the Martin; 
but, exclusive of other differences, a principal 
one consists in the tail, which is much shorter in 
proportion than in the Martin. The Sable is an 
inhabitant of the northern parts of Asia, and 1s 
an extremely important article in the fur trade. 
‘At principally lives in holes under ground, especi- 
gan der the roots of trees, and sometimes, like 
haa fartin, forms its nest in the hollows of trees. 
It is an active, lively animal, preying, in the man- 
ner of the Martin, on the smaller quadrupeds, 
birds, &c. Like the Martin it is also most lively 
. during the night, and sleeps much by day, In 
autumn the Sabie is said to eat cranberries, whor- 
tles, &c. It brings forth early in the spring, and 
has from three to five young at a time.. The 
chase of the Sable, according to Mr. Pennant, 
was, during the more barbarous periods of the 
Russian empire, the principal task of the unhappy 
exiles who were sent into Siberia, and who, as well 
as the soldiers sent there, were obliged to furnish, 
within a given time, a certain quantity of furs; 
| but, as Siberia is now become more populous, the 
Sables have in great measure quitted it, and have 
i i farther to the north and east, into he de- 
| sert forests and mountains. 
" ~ *$ables are numbered among the most valu- 
} able of furs. From an abstract drawn up by 
Pe ‘the late Dr. Forster, from Muller's account of its 
commercial “history, it appears that the price 








The blackest and. etic which nieve +t toe 
bloom or gloss are reputed the best. The very 
best are said to come from the environs of Nertch-— 
isk and Yakutsk, and in this latter district, the 
country about the river Ud sometimes affords Sa- — 
bles of which a single fur is sold at the rate of | 
sixty or seventy rubles, or twelve or fourteen _ 


pounds sterling. Sometimes the furs of Sables are 
fraudulently dyed, and otherwise prepared, in or- 
der to give them a more intense colour, but these 
are very inferior to the fine natural ones, and are 
distinguishable by a kind of withered or dull ap- 
pearance of the hair itself when accurately in- 
spectecl. 


The Sable occurs in North America, as well as 


in Asia; the American Sables are said to be chiefly 
of a chesnut-colour, and more glossy, but coarser 
than the Siberian Sables, It is necessary to ob- 


serve, that the Sable varies in its cast of colour at _ 
different seasons and in different districts: in- ~ 


stances have been known, though rarely, of its 
being found perfectly white. . 











FISHER. 


Viverra Piscator, 1’. dorso abdomine pedibus cauaague mgris, la- 

e teribus fuscis, facie subcinerea, naso nigro. 

| W. with the back, belly, feet and tail black, the sides brown, the 
face subcinereous with black nose. 

Fisher Weesel. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 50. 


Turis seems described only by Mr. Pennant, 
who informs us that, notwithstanding its name, it 
is Mot an amphibious animal. It is a native of 
North America, where it is supposed, from the 
nuinber of skins imported, to be by no means un- 
common; not less than 580 having been brought 
in one season from New York and Pensylvania. 
It varies in colour, and is sometimes nearly black : 
its length from nose to tail is twenty-eight inches; 
of the tail, which is very full and bushy, seven- 
teen: the ears are broad, round, and dusky, edged 
with white: the fore legs are shorter than the 
hind: there are five toes on the fore feet, and the 
same number, but sometimes only four, on the 
hind; the claws large, white, and crooked. The 
general colours are described in the specific cha- 
racter,. 
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POLECAY 





| . POXESAT. 

Viverra Putorius. - 

Mustela Putorius_ M. co : 
albis. is wea ss aan 

Blackish-tawny W. with whitish muz2 Sa dae. or ae 

Putorius. Gesn. Quadr. 767." Aldr. ug: 929. eé 154. ‘ 

Put B ; . : 
an ee 

Fitchet. Pennant Quadr- 2p ne = 

The Polecat or Fitchet. a 






, Ore auriculisque 


Tue Polecat is one of the most remarkable Eu- 
ropean species of the Weesel tribe. Its colour is 
an extremely deep blackish-brown, with a tawny 
cast slightly intermixed: the ears are edged with 
white, and the space round the muzzle is also 
whitish. The general length of this animal is i 
seventeen inches, exclusive of the tail, which 
measures about six inches. The Polecat is found 
in most parts of Europe, as well as in some of the 
Asiatic regions, as in Siberia, where it is said to 
be generally found with 1 the rump of a whitish or | 
yellowish tinge, su with black. | 
The Polecat commonly” forms: itself a subter- ; 
raneous retreat, sometimes beneath the roots of ) 
large trees, and sometimes under hay-ricks, and " 
in barns. It preys indiscriminately on the smaller “f 
animals, and is very destyuctive to poultry; it Is ; 
also, like the Ferret, a cruel em my to rabbets, 
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416 ; POLECAT. 


to its retreat; and sometiines it carries off the 
heads alone. During the summer, however, it 
principally frequents rabbet-warrens, or the hollow 
trunks of trees, &c. &c. and prowls about in quest 
of young birds, rats, field-mice, &c. According 
to the Count de Buffon, 4 single family of Pole- 
cats is sufficient to destroy a whole warren of rab- 
bets; and he observes, that this would be a simple 
method of diminishing the number of rabbets 
where they are too abundant. In Spain the Fer- 


Vretk said to have been formerly introduced for a 


similar purpose. The Polecat also preys occa- 
sionally on fish: of which a curious instance 1s re- 
corded in Mr. Bewick’s History of Quadrupeds, 
During a severe storm, one of these animals was 
tracked in the snow from the side of a rivulet to 
its hole, at some distance from it: as it was ob- 
served to have made frequent trips, and as other 
marks were seen in the snow, which could not 
easily be accounted for, it was thought a matter 
worthy of more diligent enquiry; its hole was ac- 
cordingly examined; the animal taken; and 
eleven fine eels were discovered to be the fruits of 
its nocturnal excursions; the unusual marks in the 
snow having been made by the motion of the eels 
while dragged along m the animal’s mouth. That 
the Polecat, however, sometimes feeds in this 
manner, is, in reality, no new observation; since 
Aldrovandus assures us that it will occasionally 
take up its residence mm the hollow banks of rivu- 
lets, in order to lie in wait for, and prey upon, 
‘fish, The Polecat ts also delighted with milk, 





‘POLECAT. - ite 7* 
and will visit the dairy inorder. to indulge i in this” 
article: it has been known to attack bee-hives in — 
the winter ‘season, and to feed on the honey. 
The spring is the season in which it breeds; the 
female producing three or four at a birth, which 
she is said to suckle but a short time, accustoming 
them early to suck the blood of the animals which 
she brings to them, as well as eggs, &c. 

The Polecat has been known to breed with the 
Ferret, and it is said to be a practice with war 
reners, who keep these animals, to procure a mixed 
breed from time to time, which are of a colour 
between the Ferret and the Polecat, or of a.dingy 
yellowish-brown. 

The Polecat is a strong and active creature, 
and will spring with great yigour and celerity 
when preparing to attack its prey, or to escape from 
pursuit; at which time it arches its’ back consi- 
derably, in order to assist its effort. It is of a 
smell proverbially fetid, being furnished, like se- 
veral others of the Weesel tribe, with certain re- 
ceptacles which secrete a thickish fluid of a pecu- 
liarly strong and offensive odour. The fur, however 
is beautiful, and the skin, when properly dressed 


is numbered among the commercial furs, and — gy 


used for tippets and other articles of dress.. Iti is 
added by Aldrovandus, that the furriers— a 

vour to obtain skins taken from such. animals 
as have been killed during the. winter, as being 
far less fetid than those killed in the ee 
summer 
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alt - 
vi ra Purd.. (V7 flave, oculié rubicundis. = C 
Yellow W. with red eyes. 
edi, Pace M. oculis rubicundis, Lin. Syst. Nat. ary 97. 
Faro, Gesn. Quadr. 762. 
Mustela Sylvestris. Aldr. dig. 327. 
Foret, & Furet-putois. Buff. 7. p.209. pl. 25, 26. 
Ferret. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 40. e 
“OF similar manners to the Polecat is the Ferret, 
*natural history of which has been so well de- 
i by the Count de Buffon, that it is scarce 


‘ible to add any thing material to that ele- 


gant author's description. . The Ferret in general 


form resembles the Polecat, but is a smaller ani- 
mal; its usual length being about fourteen inches, 
exclusive of thc tail, which is about five. Lin- 
neus, in the twelfth edition of the Systema Na- 
ture, seems to entertain a doubt whether it may 

be truly distinct from the Polecat: it is, however, 

a native of Africa, and not of Europe, and sup- 
ports with difficulty the cold of an European win- 

ter; whereas the Polecat is found not only in the 
‘temperate, but also in the colder parts of the Eu- 

_-- Topean Tegions; to which may be added, that, ex- 
mi : 2 of its smaller size, it is of a more slender 
snout is sharper; in proportion than _ 
1 the forr ne - animal. The Ferret is used for. 
" % po cas » in | preference to the Polecat, be- 
€ it is” Sie or csi tamed; but it is necessary 

1 a warm box, with wool or some other 
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pe ‘contiivall, and when ek immediately Fe 
hegins to search about for food: it is usually fed — 
with bread and milk; but its favourite food is — ey 
the blood of the smaller animals. It is by nature — 
an enemy to the Rabbet; and it is affirmed by — 
Buffon, that whenever a dead Rabbet is presented — 
for the first time toa young Ferret, he flies upon — 
it in an instant, and bites it with great fury; but — 
if it be alive, he seizes it by the throat and sucks” 
its blood. When let into the burrows of Rabe 
bets, the Ferret is always muzzled, that it may _ 
not kill the Rabbets in their holes, but only drive 
them out in order to be caught in the nets, If 
the Ferret be put in without a muzzle, or happens 
to disengage himself trom it, he is often lost; for 
after sucking the blood of the Rabbet, he falls” 
asleep, and cannot be regained, except sometimes’ : 
by smoking the hole, in order to oblige him to— | 
come out; but as this is a practice which does” 
not always succeed, it continues to lead ea 
cious and solitary life in the warren, as long” ; 
the summer continues, and these by the cod» 
of the winter. » 
| We are told by Strabo that the Ferret 5 . 
_ brought’ into Spain from Africa, and it is s > 
posed that this was done in order to free t 
country from the vast number of Rabbets w 
which it was overrun; sd rom Spi ws 
- dually introduced into othér European € 
_. The ree an animal of irascible na re, and, 
when irrit ee ee which is not a me 
| | g e 80 tha: Sada = Me 
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wis cream-colour and the eyes are 
bri bright and a lively red, ; | \ . 
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ee Hh - COMMON WEESEL, “| 
Viverra Vulgaris. ty 
Mustella Vulgaris. Mf, corpore ex fusco-rufo, subtus albo, cauda 
concolore, Lin. Syst. Nat, Gmel. p. 99. , 
Pale reddish-brown W. white beneath; with tail similar in co- 
lour to the body. 
vulgaris. Aldr. dig. p. 307. 
. | las Gesn. Quadr. 752. — 
_ _— Belette. Buff 7. p. 225. pl. 29. f. 1. 
“8. Mustela Nivalis. M, conporg caude apice, vir pilis ullis 
oo nigris. 
_ Common Weesel. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 33. 


- 


Tue Weesel is one of the smallest species in 
this numerous tribe of quadrupeds. As general 
length is about seven inches, exclusive of the tail, 
_ which measures near two inches and a half. Its 
_ colour is a pale reddish or yellowish-brown, and 
beneath i it is entirely white; but below the cor- — 
ners of the mouth, on each side, is a brown spot: 
the ears are small and rounded, and the eyes are 
black. This little animal is possessed of a + awe 
| derab . degree of elegance in its aspect,» and its 
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| | COMMON WEESEL, : 421 uy 
quest of birds, field-mice, &c. _ It even attacks 
young Rabbets and other animals of far superior - 
size to itself; but its chief prey, at least in this 
country, seems to be the field-mouse, of which it 
destroys great multitudes. From the extreme 
flexibility of its body, and its wonderful activity, 
it readily ascends the sides of walls, and by this 
means pursues its prey into the most distant re- — 
tirements; and is a frequent inhabitant of barns 
and granaries. ‘The Weesel produces four or five 
young at a time; preparing for them a bed of 
moss, grass, &c. An instance is given by the Count 
de Buffon of a Weesel’s nest being found in the 
carcase of a Wolf, which had been hung up near 
a wood: the nest was made in the cavity of the 
thorax. The Count de Buffon, in his first de- 
scription of the Weesel, affirmed that it was a 
perfectly untameable animal; but he afterwards 
received very authentic accounts of Weesels which 
had been so completely tamed as to exhibit every 
mark of attachment to their benefactors, aud to 
be as familiar as a cat or lap-dog. An account 
of this kind is given by one of his correspondents _ 
in the 7th supplemental volume of his Natural — 
History,. which amply confirms the truth of this; 
and, among other €urious particulars, it is Ob- 
served, that, when asleep, the muscles of this" 
little animal are in a state of extreme flaccidi 
so that it may be taken up by the head, and 
swung backwards and forwards, in the manner of 
a pendulum, times before it wakes. Ma- an 
| lconeeth dela in lester om ne 
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teats sievart of the iacatiGe 
rs of a Weesel, which she took under 
\ % ee fe epee. She affirins, that, far from having 
y predilection for meat in a state of putrifac- 
wD Sein it, on the contrary, always delighted most in) 
that which was perfectly fresh. For the two or three 
first days it was fed with warm milk; and after- 
(or wards with veal, beef, or mutton. It frequently 
eat from her hand, and seemed to be more de- 
i with this matiner of feeding than any 
' It was very fond of milk. ‘‘ If 1 pour 
says ‘M. de Laistre) some milk into my hand, it 

will drink a good deal, but if I have not this com- 
plaisance, it will scarce drink a drop. When it is 
satisfied it generally goes to sleep: my chamber 

Is the place of its residence, and I have found a 
method of dispelling its strong smell by perfumes: 

by day it sleeps ina quilt, into which it gets by 

} an unsown place on the edge, which it has disco-— 
yered, By night it is kept in a wired box or 
cage, which it always enters with reluctance, and 
leaves with pleasure. If it be set at liberty be- 
4 =a fore my tinie of rising, after a thousand little 
eo % pias) tricks, it gets into bed, and goes to sleep 
y hand or on my ffl am up first, it 

sa full half hour in ing.me, playing 





: fon COANE round ot Se arms and 






a wo oy ‘the distance of tie feet, it jumps into 
withou HPs age It shews a great 
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COMMON WEESEL. _ A 
deal of finesse and cunning in order to compass) 
its ends, and seems to disobey certain prohibi- 
tions merely through frolic. During all its ac- 
tions it seems solicitous to divert and to be no- 
ticed; looking, at every jump, and at evéry turn, in 
order to see whether you observe it or no: and if 
no notice be taken of its gambols, it ceases them 
immediately, and betakes itself to sleep; and 
even when most asleep, if you wake it, it instantly. 
resumes its gaiety, and frolics about in as sprightly 
a manner as before. It never shews any ill-hu- 
mour, unless when confined, or teized too much, 
in which case it expresses its displeasure by a sort 
of murmur, very different from that which it ut- 
ters when pleased. In the midst of twenty people | 
this little animal distinguishes my voice, seeks 1 
me out, and springs over every body to come at 
me. His play with me is the most lively and ca- 
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ressing ; with his two little paws he pats me on the sf 
chin with an air and a manner expressive of de- x 
light: this, and a thousand other preferences, ae 
shew that his attachment to me is real. When zs. 
he sees me dressed for going out, he will not leave 
me, and it is not without some trouble that I can _ ./ r 
disengage myself from him; he then hides him- — Fa 
self behind a cabinet near the door, and jumps 
upon me, as I pass, with so much celerity thath 
frequently can scarce see him. in ee ig 


« He seems to resemble a squirrel in vivacity, 
agility, voice, and manner of murmuring. Dur- 
ing the summer, he squeaks and runs about all 
night long bi since the lemony a. tof fo 
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BIE WTS 
ae eee COMMON WEFSEL. . 
a Ae oe ‘I have not observed this. Some- 
SF times, when the sun shines, while he is playing on 
- the bed, he turns and tumbles about and murmurs 
for a while, 
. © Front his delight in drinking milk out of 
‘. my hand, into which I pour a very little at a 
time, and his custom of sipping the little drops 
and edges of the fluid, it should seem! that he 
rinks dew in the same manner. He very seldom 
drinks water, and that only with great caution, 
and im defect of milk; and then seems only to 
refresh his tongue once or twice: he even seems 
to be afraid of water. During the hot weather it 
rained a good deal. I presented to him some 
raim-water in a dish, and endeavoured to make 
him go into it, but could not succeed. I then 
wetted a piece of linnen cloth in it, and put it 
near him, when he rolled upon it with extreme 
delight. | 
«One singularity in this charming animal is 
his curiosity; it being impossible to open a drawer 
+. or a box, or even to look at-a paper, but the 
- little creature will examine it also. If fe gets 
‘into any place where I am afraid of persuitting 
him to stay, I take a paper or a book, and look 
attentively at it; when he immediatély runs 
- wpon my hand and surveys with an air of curio- 
_ sity whatever I happen to hold. I -must farther 
_. observe, that he plays with a young Cat and 
Dog, both of some size, getting about their necks, 
im backs, and Yrs, without their doing him the 
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in favour of the Weesel’s being sometimes coni- a 
pletely tamed; so that Buffon might have found — 
an exception to his general character of the ani- 
mal, even if he had not received these modern 
attestations. Aldrovandus even expressly asserts, 
that Weesels are easily tamed, and that, when 
tame, they are remarkably playful; adding at the 
same time, from Cardan, that their teeth should 
be rubbed with garlick, after which they. wil = ; 
presume to bite. 

‘* Cxterum animadvertendum est inter ani- 
malia mustelas facile cicurari, & precipue quando 
ad mentem Cardani, illarum dentes allio perfri- 
cantur, quia imposterum quempiam mordicus ap- 
prehendere non audent, et cieurate collusionibus 
quotidie indulgent.” =) 

Aldrovandus also quotes (from — part of | 
an elegy on the death of a tame W bee Se aS 











Nil poterat puero te gratius esse, mec li | i 
Morte tua quicquam tristius esse potest, 

Tu digitos molli tentabas improba morsu, — == 
Porrecto Judens semisupina pede, a 
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Loving and lov'd, thy master’s grief! aa Ss ‘. 
Thou could’st th’ uncounted bours beguile, th ; 

And nibbling at his finger soft — 1 shes 

Watch anxious for th’ approving smiles = 

Da retin xt fe vee ea oa 

Around in wanton gambols rove, os ae 

| Org ty sip the roxy lip» 





ae oe ~ ee Ae ee 





gat. A@sovmass affirms pe ie the Weesel 
uth from 





td i. ‘carries her young in he 
(3 pence to place several ae in ad 
Ae oa aor that they will be ste os Lr af 
: rn 86 SA an 







. 9 Ll 
; pt 4 






=, | i. fe 7 


7 , apice atro. Lin, Syst. Ned. Gael. 
‘ 4 


hala 
_black, 










i ud the tail vg 







AN “brown in others” the chi 
ing not been completed. Tas sls 
game The Stoat is simila 


in 





fa 


‘e 








* 
J 7 s) tT 
; 5 1 E by AT. = 4. : a og - alls 
ae see ene” “a= Ag 
n, Sey wr 


| > salts fnaitners to. to the, Wesel: iinni th 0 hgh | 






















the roots of trees, in banks near tivulets, & kc. an 
preying on all manner of smaller animals, as W ; 
as on Rabbets, &c. . It does not, however, Tike ‘ 
the Weesel, visit houses, but confines itself to the © “ys 
fields. It is an inhabitant both of the horthe a fe 
parts of Europe and of Asia. It oecurs in Kamts- | 
chatka and the Kurile isles, It is also said to be’ a, 
found. in several parts of North America. 9)». 
In Norway and in Siberia thé*skins are a @ vat i: 
article of commerce; most ‘of the Ermines 6 by 
white Stoat skins being brought from thence. — In - 
Siberia the Stoat is said to be found in the birch, ee 
forests, but not in the pine forests; and the skins _ 
are sold on the spot, according to Mr. Pennant, 
at from two to three pounds sterling per hundred. 
The animals are either taken in traps or shot wi th h i, 
blunt arrows. Trg 
The figure of the Ermine here engraved Is ft 
an elegant drawing in the British Mestiaat 
the celebrated Edwards. | 0 ; . 
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Ya, eel eee  GALERA. | 

eee A Lae Cet al 

| a Galera. | M. Tota fusca, Lan. Syst. Nat. a.Gnl 95. 

f Fy. euutedly now 

_ Vansire. Buff. 13. p. 167. pl. 21. 3 

to “Tayra ou Galera. Buff. 15. p. 155- , 4 

~~ Madagascar Weesel. Pennant Quadr, 2. p. 51. [> 
M apes Weed. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 53- r 












Ss Tas length of this species is about fourteen 
; from nose to tail, and of the tail, which 
s to the end, about ten: the ears nearly 
AIRERS and lying flat to the head: the 

rough: the shape of the body like that of 
Tae; . the hair is rough. It is an inhabitant of 


ie Mile and of Guinea. 











= GUIANA WEESEL. 
wats Barbara. MM. atra, collo subtus macula alba triloba 


dk W. with a trilobate white spot beneath the throat. 
"eat |S gi tp Y 2. p- 53. 

















cruribus, caudayue nigns, genis mentoque albis. 
Yellow-cinereous W. with black head, legs, and t 
low throat, and white cheeks and chin, ca. | 


White-cheeked Weesel. Pennant oem: 2. ps sa ~< 
Tuts animal measured from nose to t ES es 
teen inches, and the tail the same: the eat were % 
rounded; the nose broad and blunt; the head fi 
the irides dusky; the face, crown, legs, rump. 
and tail, black: the back and belly pale yellow 
intimately mixed with cinereous; the throat of a aM 
rich yellow, and the chin and cheeks white. = pis: 4 
It was described by Mr. Pennant from a livi 
specimen in 1772, Its native place was unknown. i 
pees. 
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Viverra Canadensis. a 

Mustela Canadensis. M. corpore fulvo nigricinie ptm 
cula alba, Lin, Syst. Nat. p. 95. ma 

Blackish-fulvous W. with white pectoral spot. Tie 


Le Pekan, Buffs 13, P. 304 B43 Peamant Qua, 3 r. te 


B35 Ty 
Tuts species has the shape of « Martin, snd in op 
more than a foot and half in length : tose to” 
tail; the tail being near one foot long. ts gene 
ral colour is black-fulvous, with aw! ut patel | be~ 
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: -Sarmatic “Mz 
M wstela Sarmatica. M. corpore agra’ ex luteo Axons wurid. 
ine Spt. Gmel. p. 97. 


ted on the upper parts with Sethe and yellow. 

sina, pedibus fissis, capite et corpore subtus aterrimis, 

Sie supra brunneo luteoque vario, ore fascia frontali auri- 
lisque albis. Guldenstedt nov. comm. petrop. 14. Pp. 441 — 


"4a: Beto. | 
Masel pracincta et Perewiaska. Rezaczynski hist. nat. Pol. 


+ p. 328 and 222. | 
“Verma Get Wormlein). Gesn. Quadr, p, 768. 


4 al we Sarmatian Weesel measures about four: 
vane inches, to*the tail,-and the tail six inches. 
= he head, feet, and under sides of the body, are 

k, th upper parts: brown, variegated with ir- 
Spots or patches of tate yellow: the 
Y s_surrounsded with white; the face is 
: haaknant white pra on a Re passing 
ath the is of cAch side down tothe throat: 
55 5th et of the 
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=. 45 «SIBERTAN WEESEL 
se 
—< Viverts Sithiriea set 


Mustela Sibirica: ~ M. fulca, rina 


«Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 98. - 
Fulvous W. with extremely hairy feet.) WE wut 


Tuts is about the size of the SarniBtian BS. ‘ 
The face is blackish, but white about the ae 
trils, and spotted towards the eyes: the rest of 
the animal is of a deep fulvous or almost. a eo 
colour: the throat sometimes spotted with broke: 
the tail very full of hair, and of a deeper colo ir 
than the rest of the body. The feet are 1 
thickly furred: the body more slender chats 2 
of the Polecat, and eee. Sisk ¥, she, St 
in ‘shape : 
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iw. white beneath, with the tail naked toward the 


| dona Daf 7-252 ney 


: mou Wesel; and is a native of Panegne, living 
som hollow trees, and feeding on worms and insects. 
» The upper part of the snout, the head, and the 
whole body as far as the tail, is blackish; the sides 
_ of the body and limbs bright ferruginous ; and the 
3 ~ lower'parts, from throat to tail, white: the tail 









towards the tip is bare. 
= QUIQUI. 
| > Viverra Quiqui. “5 
be Pps Quigui. M. corpore fusco, rostro ‘cuneiform, Lin. 


~ aaa _ Syst. Nat, Ginel. p, 99. 
Lie ‘Brown W. with cunciform snout. 
 - Quigu Souphes EE OG a8. 


vv. 
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SPOTTED WEESEL. — 


Viverra Maculata. VF. fusca, albo maculatan 
Dusky W. epotted with white. 


Spotted Martin. Phallips's coy. p. 276. pl. Be 


Tuts, which is described in Govenae. 7 il 
voyage to Botany Bay, 1s said to be of the si 
a large Polecat, measuring eighteen chert 
nose to tail, and the tail nearly as much; | 
visage is of a pointed shape, and the fona's2 the 
whole animal such as not ill to% mer b ee, : 
the Fossane. The colour is nahi ck 
marked all over, the tail not cept 
regular: biote! : st hie ‘is 
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ho is back, with ee ae Pind sides of the 
eck” greyish ; and the throat and under side of 
Ee Weve deh white. It measures above two feet from 
"nose to tail, which measures eighteen inches, It 
oo isa native of Guiana. 
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Fes nose to fail twenty-one _. 
and has a general resemblanve. © — 
, “eee shorter in pro- | 
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along the sides of the sedi ‘he ginesslcentior 
of the animal is dark grey; the legs and feet ” 
‘ black, with a tinge of red; the tail chesnut. 





WOOLLY WEESEL. 


La petite Fouine dela Guiane. Buff. suppl. 3. p. 162. pl. 2.4. , 
Tuis is near sixteen inches long from nose to 
tail, and the tail near nine inches: the nose is 


long and slender, and the upper jaw longer than’ — a 











the lower: the tail is taper, and, from the figure, 
seems to be bare at the pomt: colour r not men: vy 
tioned: the hair is soft and woolly, I tis ana it ve. 


of Guiana. 


MUSKY “WEESEL. 
Musky Weesel. Pennant Was Rp. “eS 


Yuis has the upper part of the body increas Prats 
dashed with yellow, and marked with some ob- 
scure dusky lines: ‘the nose, _ part of the 4 cl er y.it 

the legs, and end of the tail, black: on ‘the mid.) 
«dle of the cheeks is a white spot. - mice native 
i l F one musk 
» of Bengal, and _is said to. wave a, sti ny 
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| nose 
to > tail seven ‘chit d the is 5 of the: ‘same 
length: the « ears«! ho t and ~ rounded; . th fur 
grizzled min y y with bl lackand rufous > th toes 
five in nusibecd ar i ary lor ne und. Beadees each 
lobated at ig :b Z = | “first” joint: claws 
the w or part the inci and part of the 

: his sh t-like down: the tail 

Tong rat-coloured hair. 
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LUTRA. OTTER. 
Generic Character. 


Dentes wt in genere antece- |] Teeth as in the preceding ge- 
dente. nus. 


Pedes palmati. | Feet webbed. 


Tue Otters or Lutre agree with the animals of 
the last genus, and particularly with those of the 
division entitled A/ustela, in their general cha- 
racter, but are furnished with webbed feet, 





COMMON OTTER. 


Lutra Vulgaris. J. fusca plantis nudis, cauda corpore dimidio 
breviore. 

Brown O. with naked feet, and tail half the length of the body, 

Mustela Lutra. M. plantis palmatis nudis, cauda corpore ne 
breviore. Lin, Syst. Nat. p, 66. .) 

Lutra. Gesn. Quadr. p. 775. <Aldr. dig. p. 292. 

Loutre. Buff. 7. p. 134. pl. 411. 

Greater Otter. Pennant Quadr, 3. p. 77s 


ey. a 
Tue common Otter is found im almost ey s, 
part of Europe, as well as in the colder regions: 








Asia; iabeptings the banks of rivers, and Seeding; | 











thes urs algo in the north- 
asec, and particularly i in Canada, 
rs°to arrive at a larger size than 
An n the river Euphrates, on on the con- 
is said<to be found no larger than a com- 
a Ca Stat it is probable, that this is in reality 
~ adifferent species, viz, the L. Lutreola, or smaller 
Petr huredalis to be described. . ‘The usual 
length of the Otter is near two feet from: nese to 
, tail, and of the tail about sixteen inches. Its co- 
Jour is a deep brown, with a small light-coloured 
_ /patch.on each side the nose, and another under 
; the chin: the throat and pos are ash-coloured : 
~ the head is flat and broad: the mouth small; the 
teeth strong; the lips very thick and muscular; 
the ears short and rounded; and the eyes small, 
and situated near the nose: the neck is very 
thick; the legs short and thick, loosely joined to 
the body, and so placed as to be capable of being 
brought on a line with the body, and of perform- 
' “ing the office of fins; the toes, which are five in 
aumber on all the feet, are connected by broad and 
strong webs, and the whole foot is naked or with- 
_ outhair. ‘ The Otter (says Mr. Pennant) shews 
--Sreat sagacity in forming its habitation: it bur- 
rows under ground inthe banks of some river or 
lake; and yee makes the entrance of its hole 
ider water; working upwards to the surface of 
the earth, and, before it reaches the top, makes 
| sereal lio gn, chat ica of igh floods 
it may y have a retreat; for no animal affects lying 
dri a jane thes, pymmakes) Aa it ute orifice for the 
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contrives to make" even this lit ta role i in “he: 
midst of some thick bush.” - th the prir mee al 
food of the Otter consists of fish, yet it is said that 5 | 
in hard weather, when this. its natural prey fails, 
it will attack the smaller quadrupeds, pele eae 2 


poultry, &c. The Otter is naturally a very fierce - 
animal, and when hunted with dogs, as is ‘some- “bf 


times the practice, will inflict very severe 
on its,antagonists. ‘The female produces four or | 
five young at a birth: this commonly happens 
early in the spring. The young Otters, if taken 
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at a very early age, may be successfully tamed, 
and taught by degrees to hunt for fish, and bring 














them to their master. This taming of Otters 
and employing them in fishing is ‘mentioned 
by Aldrovandus: (from Albertus Magnus) as: a 
circumstance familiar ly known, and more espe- 
cially, according to Albertus, in Sweden; where 
he tells us that, inthe houses of the great, ara 
animals were kept for that purpose, and would — 
go out, at a signal from the cook, catch fish, and _ 
| bring it into the kitchen in order to ey dred 
for dinner!!! - | . erste 
Se ~The, Count de Buffon, in his desertion af the a BY 
Ny Otter, baci the Mh leeriedic abun ral 
Bee having © a properly: tamed," 80° 
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for. security. 
catching fish, and 
times sks ih or ten salmon in a 
Teen “am attempt to break 
Dack fin, if not “prevented: as 


ie eiakes away, ‘it immediately dived 
ht ak ak id, wher n tired, refused to fish any * 
ook ad. afte having ‘been rewarded with a 


ri would. compove itself to sleep, « 
as carried home, — It wouldsfish 
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Se ay | ~ common ‘OTTER. Bes, 


74 niko tapecetied Go desoenad pal <5 
* Contigit; absenti sobolem furabere matri; ~ 

Et dum mollis adhuc ztas facilisque doceri, 

Piscandi ciciirem Lutram formabis ad artes : 

Namque ubi transverso steterint suspensa fluento 

Lina; cavernosos rimabitur illa recessus, 

Ejectos specubus pisces in retia trudens; 

Ut canis excitos agit in venabula cervos, 

Et leporum presso sequitur vestigia rostro,” 





“« Should chance, within their dark recess, betray 
The tender young, bear quick the prize away, 
Tam'd by thy care, the useful brood shall join 
The wat'ry chace, and add their toils to thine; 
From each close lurking-hole shall force away 
And drive within thy nets the silver prey: 

As the taught hound the timid stag subdues, 

Or o'er the dewy plain the panting hare pursues." 


Lastly, The Count de Buffon himself, in his 
sixth supplemental volume, retracts his scepticism 
on this subject, and has published a letter from 
the Marquis de Courtiyron relative to a taine 
Otter kept in an abbey at Autun, in the year 
1775, &c.. This Otter was a female, and had 
been taken extremely young, and reared with 
milk till it was two months old, when it was fed 
with soup, fraits, pulse, meat, fish, &c. which 
latter, however, it would not eat unless perfectly 
fresh, It was as tame as a dog, paises 
whenever it was called" by its name, It wou 
also play with a dog and ‘cat with which i ad 
been early acquainted, but shewed great pes 
sty against other ei Oe and cats ent. 





«Ae (COMMON OTTER. 

room, and would lie by night on a bed, and, dur- 
ing the day-time, on a heap of straw provided for 
it: it would occasionally plunge its head and fore 
feet into a vessel of water, which always stood 
near it; and, after shaking itself, would go 
out into the court yard for exercise, &c. and 
would often sleep in the sunshine. It seemed 
in a manner to have lost the natural habits of its 
kind; since, being carried one day to a pool of 
water, it seemed afraid, and would not go into it, 
but only wetted its head and feet, as in its cham- 
ber; and when thrown in, to the distance of some 
feet, it instantly made to the shore, as if in a kind 

of alarm, and followed readily to the Abbey. 
When the Otter, in its natural or uneducated 
state, has caught a fish, it immediately draws it 
ashore, and devours the head and upper parts, 
leaving the remainder; and when in a state of 
~~ L will eat no fish but what is perfectly 
resh, but will prefer bread, milk, &c. The Ot- 
ter, says Buffon, is as noxious in a fish-pond as 
the Polecat in a hen-roost; since he frequently 
kills many more fish than he can eat, and then 
carries off one in his teeth. The Otter will some- 
times devour vegetables of different kinds, and 
will gnaw the bark and twigs of young trees, 
The flesh of the Otter is rank and fishy. The 
- Romish church permits the use of it on miaigre- 
days, and Mr. Pennant declares, that, in the 
kitchen of the Carthusian convent, near Dijon, 
~ he saw one preparing for the dinner of the reli- 
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ous of that rigid order, Who are ape dur- 
ing their whole lives, the eating of flesh. 


_—_————— 
SMALLER OTTER. 


Lutra Lutreola. I. fulvo-migricans, = hirsutis, digitia 
@quilbus, ore albo, 

Blackish-tawny O. with hairy feet, toes sant in length, and 

_ white muzzle, 

Mustela Lutreola, M. plantis palmatis hirsutis, digitis equali- 
bus, ore albo. Lin. Syst, Nat. p. 66. 

Viverra Lutreola. Pall. spicil. zool. 14. p. 46. t. 3-fi 1. 

Lesser Otter. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 80. 


Tuis species very much resembles the common 
Otter, but is much smaller: the body is of a 
dusky-colour, but with a considerable cast of 
tawny; the chin and throat white; the ears 
roundish; the feet broad, webbed, and covered 
with hair, instead of being naked, as in the for- 
mer animal, In size it falls far short of the com- 
mon Otter, measuring about a foot in length. In 
North America this species is known by the name 
of Minx, and is said sometimes to leave the water, 
and prey on poultry, &c. in the manner of a Pole- 
cat, biting off the heads and sucking the blood. 
It is said also to have a fetid smell. In Europe 


the smaller Otter is chiefly found in Poland and 


J 
é i 


Lithuania, living on fish, frogs, &c. Its fur is 


very valuable, and next in beauty to that of the — 


Sable. 
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Add 


SEA UTTER. 


Lutra Marina. L. nigra, plantis pifosis, cauda corpore quadruplo 
breviore. 
Black O. with hairy feet, and tail four times shorter than the 

































body. 4 . 

Mustela Lutris. Mi pila ia @matis pilosis, cauda corpore quad- 
ruplo breviore. ~Tan By ~p. 66, 

Lutra marina. Bf Ber men r comm. Petrop. 2. p. 367+ t. 26. 

Sea Otter. . nt Quadr, app. 83. 


5 a ” . 
4 the Otters, measuring 


ai Ss is th est : 
out three: fect rom tl } nose to the tail, and 
the tail this nehes. Lhe colour of this spe- 


* brownish-black; the fur 
ry fine: on the fore- 
Bereyish or silyer-co- 
Fe Sharpish, and small: the 
whiskers J ong ane + the fore legs thick and 
furnished our toe ha ered with hair, and 
webbed : ff : hn d fee mses emble those of a Seal; 
the toes being Teounes by a strong granulated 
enh v a | skirting the outward toe, 
ag in some 16 % Ren .: the tail is short, 
broad, depress dy a : inted at the end. ‘The 
Sea Otter he , the weight of seventy 
or eighty pou ne ae, net imes seen of a sil- 
very or hoary & a ding to Mr. Pen- 
nant, it is one of ocal animals we are 
acquainted with, bet ely confined between 
lat. 44. and 60. nor ii between east long. 
from London, 126. | 4 SD ishabiting, i in great 
Sa Bering’: 3, Kamtschatka, the 
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head is ¢ 
lour: the 





SEA OTTER. 445 


Aleutian and Fox islands, between Asia and Ame- 
rica, They land also in the Kuril islands, but are 
never seen in the channel between the north-east 
of Siberia and America. It is supposed that they 
bring but one at a time. ‘They are most ex- 
tremely harmless animals, and are singularly af- 
fectionate to their young. They bring forth on 
land, and often carry the young one between 
their teeth; fondle them, and frequently fling 
them up and catch them again in their paws; 
and before they can swim, the parents take them ° 
in their fore feet, and swim about on their backs, 
The young continues with its parent till it takes 
a mate. 

This animal is killed for its skin, which is one 
of the most valuable of furs, being sold at the 
rate of from 14 to 25 pounds sterling each. They 
are said to be chiefly sold to the Chinese. 

The Sea Otter is sometimes taken with nets, 
but is more frequently destroyed with clubs and 
spears. 

In the Philosophical Transactions for the year 
1796, we meet with a description of the Sea Otter 
by Mr. A. Menzies, accompanied by some obser- 
vations by Mr. Home. Fron the description there 
given it appears that the hind feet were com- 
pletely covered with hair both above and below, 
except a small bare spot beneath each toe, so that 
in this particular the animal either varies, or the 
hair at some particular seasons may fall away 
from the webs of the feet, so as to leave the skin 
bare, as mentioned in Mr. Pennant’s description: 


446 BRASILIAN OTTER. 

the hind feet in the specimen now mentioned 
measured eight inches across: the tongue was 
four inches long, and rounded at the enc, with a 
slight fissure, giving the tip a bifid appearance, 
In this respect, as well as in the structure of the 
hind feet, the Sea Otter makes an evident ap- 
proach to the Seal. 





BRASILIAN OTTER. 


Lutra Brasiliana. LL. atra, gutture flavo. 

Black Otter with yellow throat. 

Lutra nigricans, cauda depressa et plaaa. Barr. Fr. equin, p. 155, 
» Brasilian Otter. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 79. 


Tus species is said to be of the size of a mid- 
dling dog, and entirely of a black colour, except 
the head, which is brown, and the throat, which 
is yellow: the eyes are small and black; the 
whiskers large; the ears round; the feet like 
those of a Monkey, and with five toes, of which 
the interior is the shortest; the claws sharp; the 
tail flat and naked, and reachmg no farther than 
the feet. It is a native of Brasil and Guiana, 
and about the borders of the Oronoko, and is said 
to live chiefly on fish and crabs. It is reckoned 
a good food, and without any fishy taste. In the 
Gmelinian edition of the Systema Nature this 
species is considered as a variety of the Sea Otter. 
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SARICOVIENNE. 


Lutra Saricovienna. LL. grisea albo maculata, 

Grey O. spotted with black. 

La petite Loutre d'eau douce de Cayenne. Buff, suppl. 3. p. 159. 
pl. 23. | 


Saricovienne. Pennant Quadr, 2. p. 82. 


Tuis is said to be of the size of a Cat, with a 
fur as fine as velvet, grey, patched with black: 
the flesh is said to be very delicate. It is a na- 
tive of South America, inhabiting rivers, 





SLENDER OTTER, 


Lutra gracilis. L. fusca, corpore longissimo. 
Brown O. with extremely slender body. 
Slender Otter. Pennant Quadr, 2. p. 85. 


Tue length of this species, fram the nose to 
the tip of the tail, is four feet four inches; of the 
tail about thirteen inches; the diameter of the 
body, so far as could be guessed from the dried 
skin, scarcely more than four inches and a half: 
the fore legs about three inches and a half long: 
the hind legs four inches: the head and eyes 
small; the ears extremely small, so as to be scarce 
visible: the hind feet more strongly webbed than 
the fore feet: the colour of the whole animal a 
- rich and yery deep chesnut or dark brown, ra- 
ther paler beneath: the cheeks and throat paler 
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than the other parts. This species inhabits Sta- 
ten-Land. 





VISON. 
Lutra Vison. L. corpore saturate castanco unicolore. 


Mustela Vison. ©. pedibus palmatis, corpore saturate castanco 
wnicolore. Lin, Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 94. 


Vison. Buff, 13. p. 304. pl. 43. 
Minx. Lawson Car, p, 121.? 


Tuis animal appears to approach so extremely 
méar to the L. Lutreola, or Smaller Otter, before 
described, as scarce to differ in any other circum- 
stance but that of wanting the white throat, in- 
stead of which it is entirely of a fine brown, with 
a cast of chesnut: the fur is very fine and glossy. 
It is probable also that this, is the real Minx of 
the Americans, and that what has been said by 
Mr, Pennant relative to the Minx, under the ar- 
ticle of the Lesser Otter, should, in reality, be 
applied to this variety. 





CHINCHIMEN, 


Lutra Felina. LL. forma felina. 
O. with the shape and appearance of a Cat. 
Chinchimen. Molin. Chil. 265. Pennant Quadr, 3. p. 82. 


In its general appearance this animal is said - 
extremely to resemble a Cat, having similar head, 


CHINCHIMEN. 449 


whiskers, ears, eyes, shape, and length of tail: 
the feet have five webbed toes, with strong 
crooked claws; the length from nose to tail is 
twenty inches. [t is said by Molina to inhabit 
the sea of Chili. It swims about in pairs, and 
loves to bask in the sun on the tops of rocks; 


and, when taken, has all the fierceness of a wild 
Cat. 
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URSUS. BEAR. 


Generic Character. 


Dentes Primores superiores || Front-teeth six both above and 
Sex, intus excavati, alterni. || below: the two lateral ones 
Inferiores scx; laterales || of the lower jaw longer 

>» duo longiores, lobati; se- than the rest and lobed; 

- eundarii basi interiores. with smaller or secondary 

teeth at their internal bases. 

Laniarii solitarii. | Canine-teeth solitary. 

Molares quinque seu sex, pri- || Grinders five or six on each 
mo laniariis approximato. side; the first approximat~ 
ed to the canine-teeth. 

Tongue smooth. 

Snout prominent. 

Eyes furnished with a sicti- 
tating membrane. 






Lingua levis. 

Nasus prominens. 
Membrana nictitans. 
} 


Ursus Arctos. Ursus fusco nigricans, cauda abrupta, Lan, Syst. 
Nat. Gmel. p. 190. 

Blackish-brown Bear with abrupt tail. 

Ursus. Gesn. Quadr.14. Aldr, dig. 117, 

Ours. Buf.8. p. 248. pl. 31, 32. 

Brown Bear. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 1. 


Tue common Bear, with some variation as to 
size and colour, is a native of almost all the 
northern parts of Europe and Asia, and is even said 
to be found in some of the Indian islands, as Cey- 
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COMMON BEAR. 451 


lon, &c.* It inhabits woods and unfrequented 
places, and feeds chiefly on roots, fruits, and 
other vegetable substances, but occasionally preys 
on animals. In the Alpine regions the Bear is 
brown ; in some other parts of Europe, black ; ae 
in some parts of Norway has been eae 
colour, and even perfectly white: thi 
change of colour sometimes takes place, 
known, in several other aniTas,. a id Qn 
quently in such as are naturally 1 
dark colours, The brown, thé tacks abe ee : 
and the white land Bears # — ‘enc e,. to 


considered as of the same species: ye re wh . 



















that the brown and the black ¥ Sreniets:: aces 
what in their manner of life; on ack « cont og) 
itself almost entirely to vegetable” the 
brown, on the contrary, n on t: ckiny 
preying upon other anima 


kids, and even sometimes.€ le,a d oul 
blood in the manner of sg Cat-and V 
tribes. Linnzus adds, that ¢ ne Bear | sa 
of blowing up his Preys or f hi siding ng OF ou 
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452 COMMON BEAR. 


tree. The Bear will also catch and devour fish, 
occasionally frequenting the banks of rivers for 
that purpose. 

The Bear passes a considerable part of the winter 
in a state of repose and abstinence; emerging only 
at distant intervals from his den, and again con- 
cealing himself in his retreat till the approach of 
the vernal season. ‘The females are said to con- 
tinue in this state much longer than the males, 
and it is during this period that they bring forth 
their young, which are commonly two in num- 
ber. These the ancients imagined to be nearly 
shapeless masses, gradually licked and fashioned 
into regular form by the parent; an opinion now 
sufficiently exploded. On this subject the learned 
Sir Thomas Brown has a chapter in his celebrated 
work, the Pseudodoxia Epidemica, or Vulgar Er- 
rors, and observes, that we have the testimony of 
‘three authentic philosophers,” in confutation 
of the notion, viz. first, of Matthiolus, who, in 
his Comment on Dinscorides, affirms, that, in a 
newly killed Bear which he saw opened, the young 
were distinct in all their limbs; secondly, of 
Julius Scaliger, who affirms the same thing of one 
killed by some hunters in the Alps; and, lastly, 
of Aldrovandus, who informs us, that in the 
Museum at Bologna there was, in his time, the 
fectus of a Bear preserved in spirits, and which 
was as completely formed as that of other animals, 
The young, however, though not shapeless, have a 
different aspect from the grown animal; the snout 
being much sharper, and their colour yellowish: 


